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Forks duo has eyes on sky 
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Partners want to create 'new world of aerospace' 

Peninsula Business

By JIM WALKER

Copyright 2003 Peninsula Daily News

FORKS _
Last spring, Phillip Storm and Eric Meier joined forces to realize a dream.

They founded Space Transport Corp.

They want to build rocket engines and launch vehicles that will thrust small, privately owned satellites into orbit around Earth.

"We're trying to introduce space travel and flight to everyday applications and everyday people," says Meier, a mechanical engineer.

Adds Storm, a mathematician: "We hope to create a new world of aerospace."

Storm and Meier, 2000 graduates of the universities of Michigan and Utah respectively, met at Aerojet Corp., a world-recognized aerospace and defense company in the Seattle suburb of Redmond.

They worked on small thrusters that control the attitude of satellites and provide control for rocket launch vehicles during ascent.

When the two began looking to site their own rocket development company, they sought an isolated location close to the ocean for their water launches.

Forks' industrial park in the west end of Clallam County seemed made to order.

In May, with the blessings of the Federal Aviation Administration, they launched their first 
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solid fuel rocket from a desolate area of northeastern Nevada

Unfortunately, the three-stage rocket deviated 15 degrees from its intended angle of flight and was aborted before the third stage could ignite.

It landed harmlessly in a designated area.

 

Ocean launches

Storm and Meier will soon begin a series of test flights from a location in the Pacific 30 miles west of the mouth of the Columbia River.

After that, they plan ocean launches every 10 days for the next two months.

It's a challenging endeavor for these young rocketeers who liken themselves in spirit and vision to Charles Lindbergh and his 1927 flight across the Atlantic.

Not unlike his plane, the Spirit of St. Louis, all engine and gas and perilously stripped down, Storm's and Meier's spartan, solid-propellant rocket will sit atop a platform of air-tight, 55-gallon drums bobbing and surging at the drift of a temperamental sea.

 

Stable launches 

The rocket will rest within guide rails motorized to spin during launch to keep the rocket counter-weighted and gyroscopically stable.

"This three-stage rocket (launch) will be a record-setting event, the first privately funded launch into space," said Meier.

"For $4,000-$5,000, this rocket could be marketed to launch a two pound payload into space _ 60 miles high sub-orbital," says Meier.
Says Storm:

"Our focus for Space Transport Corp. is smaller payload capacity.

"Boeing and Lockheed have big rockets, $100 million launches.

"But we believe that nano-technology is going to be bigger in the future _ 10 kilogram (22 pound) satellites that we could launch more economically."

Says Meier:

"Our approach is to focus on making a cheaper rocket using inexpensive, but effective new technology.

"When we develop this 10-kilogram rocket, we'll be able to launch hundreds of these rockets for the price of one of their rockets."

To gain public recognition for their fledgling operation, they've set their sights on the X Prize, an international space competition.

The X Prize _ and $10 million in cash _ will be awarded to the first team that:

* Privately finances, builds and launches a spaceship carrying at least one person (but able to carry three people), to 100 kilometers (62.5 miles).
* Returns safely to Earth.
* Repeats the launch with the same ship within two weeks.

"We've already designed the rocket – 22 feet long, about 5,000 pounds, a single stage with seven engines, capable of taking him (a U.S. 
Marine friend of Meier's) up to 100 kilometers and bringing him back down," says Storm.

"Our plan is to begin building the X-Prize rocket in October, with the first test launch by the end of the year.

"Before Jan. 1, 2005, the X Prize's deadline, a total of 11 launches, including two manned launches, are planned," said Meier.

So far, all their work has been funded with their own money.

But without a transfusion of investor capital, they will be unable to continue their quest for the X Prize that they seem so confident of winning.

"We are looking for $150,000 to get us through a couple of launches," says Meier, "and an additional $350,000 to complete the contest for the X Prize."

Kathleen Purdy, manager of the Small Business Development Center in Port Angeles, is working with them to target a business plan to interested investors.

They can be reached at 231 Industrial Way, Forks, WA 98331; by phone at 360-374-4147; or by e-mail at: pr@space-transport.com.
-----------------

Jim Walker is a Port Angeles-based business consultant and writer. E-mail him at penbiz@tenforward.com.

Peninsula Business appears every other Wednesday; the next one will be published Aug. 27. The column is prepared in association with the Clallam County Economic Development Council.
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